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12 “On one of these journeys I was going to Damascus with the authority and 

commission of the chief priests. 13 About noon, King Agrippa, as I was on the road, I saw a 

light from heaven, brighter than the sun, blazing around me and my companions. 14 We all 

fell to the ground, and I heard a voice saying to me in Aramaic, ‘Saul, Saul, why do you 

persecute me? It is hard for you to kick against the goads.’  
15 “Then I asked, ‘Who are you, Lord?’  

“‘I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting,’ the Lord replied. 16 ‘Now get up and stand on 

your feet. I have appeared to you to appoint you as a servant and as a witness of what you 

have seen and will see of me. 17 I will rescue you from your own people and from the 

Gentiles. I am sending you to them 18 to open their eyes and turn them from darkness to 

light, and from the power of Satan to God, so that they may receive forgiveness of sins and 

a place among those who are sanctified by faith in me.’  

  

This past week I was watching an old episode of NCIS and one of the major themes for 

the episode was secrecy and honesty.  A few of the characters had been discussing whether or 

not it’s ever okay to keep secrets, especially from the people who are closest to you.  Later in the 

show there was a scene where Doctor Mallard, the team’s medical examiner, was talking to his 

assistant Jimmy.  He said, “To me, honesty is all about the three yous.”  “The three yous?” 

Jimmy asked?  “Yeah, well,” the doctor responded, “there’s the you that the world knows, 

there’s the you that your friends and family know, and there’s the you that only you know.  And 

that you most certainly has secrets. 

There are some things that we simply don’t want anyone else to know about us.  Maybe 

it’s some trait about you that you consider to be a weakness, it could be an embarrassing story 

from your childhood, it could even be something very positive—a proud moment or a happy 

memory—that you would prefer to treasure to yourself.  And then there’s each lifetime of 

baggage that you and I carry around with ourselves because we’re sinful human beings.  Every 

single one of us has things that we’ve done or thought or said that we wouldn’t want anyone else 

to know about. 

But there is someone who knows, isn’t there?  The God who created us and gave us life 

knows every thought that has ever crossed our minds, every word that has crossed our lips, and 

every sinful action we’ve committed that crossed the boundaries of His law.  And yet, despite 

knowing all of that about you—despite knowing the you that otherwise only you know—your 

God’s love for you has never stopped.  Despite our wickedness and our sins, our God continues 

to love us so much, in fact, that He went to incredible lengths to forgive our sins and restore our 

relationships with Him.   

God has secrets too, more than any of us, by far.  There’s no way our finite, human minds 

could ever comprehend everything that our infinitely wise and all-knowing God knows.  We 

can’t know all of it, but we can know some.  There are things that our God knows which He very 

much wants to share with us.  That’s what the season of Epiphany is all about.  It’s about God 

revealing to us things that had previously been kept a secret.  Most notably things about Jesus, 

His Son.   



Each year, during the time between Christmas and Lent, we take a look at the life of 

Jesus to see how He started revealing to the world whom He really was: not just a carpenter from 

Nazareth, but the perfect and almighty Son of God who had come into this world to bring 

salvation from sins.  As Jesus revealed His identity, something else was brought into the light as 

well.  He showed us who we truly are.  Not just some dirty, despicable sinner who can hardly 

bear to think about some of the things that he or she has done, but a dearly loved child of God, 

blood-bought sons and daughters of the Lord God Almighty. 

There was a lot to learn for a careful observer during the three years Jesus taught and 

performed miracles throughout the nation of Israel, but even when His work had been completed, 

He still had some secrets to be revealed.  Acts chapter one gives us an account of Jesus’ 

ascension.  Now that Jesus had risen from the dead, His disciples were no doubt overjoyed that 

their beloved friend and teacher was once again with them.  They may have expected that they 

would be able to spend the rest of their lives with Him.  The book of Acts tells us that on the day 

Jesus ascended His disciples gathered around Him and asked Him, “Lord, are you at this 

time going to restore the kingdom to Israel?”  He said to them: “It is not for you to know 

the times or dates the Father has set by His own authority.  But you will receive power 

when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be My witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all 

Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”  After He said this, He was taken up 

before their very eyes, and a cloud hid Him from their sight (Acts 1:6-9). 

One final lesson, once again about who they were—about who we are—blood-bought 

children of God, yes, but also members of God’s Church.  As we go through the Epiphany 

season this year, we’re going to be focusing on the New Testament readings appointed for each 

Sunday.  We’re going to see God’s Church Revealed, finding out who we are because of what 

Jesus has done for us. 

This morning we heard a story from a very prominent member of God’s early Church, the 

Apostle Paul.  The account that he’s giving in our lesson from Acts 26 is part of a lengthy 

defense that he gave to King Herod Agrippa II before being taken to Rome to make his case to 

Caesar.  Paul told Herod how, at one time, he had passionately persecuted the disciples of Jesus, 

even traveling to foreign cities to hunt them down, On one of these journeys, he said, I was 

going to Damascus with the authority and commission of the chief priests.  About noon, 

King Agrippa, as I was on the road, I saw a light from heaven, brighter than the sun, 

blazing around me and my companions.   We all fell to the ground, and I heard a voice 

saying to me in Aramaic, ‘Saul, Saul, why do you persecute Me? It is hard for you to kick 

against the goads.’  

Now that may not be the most familiar expression for us today, so what does it mean?  A 

goad was essentially a pointy stick, it was used to get an ox to go in the direction that you wanted 

it to.  When you prodded the ox with the stick it had two options: it could move away from the 

stick in the way that you wanted it to go or it could kick back against the stick which would only 

result in the ox hurting itself.  “It’s hard for you to kick against the goads” was a proverbial 

saying which meant if you don’t follow God’s path, you’re only going to hurt yourself. 

Jesus knew who Paul was.  He knew how terrible and despicable his actions of late had 

been, but in those words He spoke to Paul that day on the road to Damascus all we hear is His 

love and compassion.  “Stop persecuting me.  Stop hurting yourself.  Come follow the path that I 

have for you.”  Those are the same words that your Savior has for you.  “Stop hurting yourself.  

Turn away from your sins and come follow me.” 



In response to that invitation Paul tells us that he responded by asking, ‘Who are you, 

Lord?’  ‘I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting,’ the Lord replied.  ‘Now get up and stand 

on your feet.  I have appeared to you to appoint you as a servant and as a witness of what 

you have seen and will see of Me.  I will rescue you from your own people and from the 

Gentiles.  I am sending you to them to open their eyes and turn them from darkness to 

light, and from the power of Satan to God, so that they may receive forgiveness of sins and 

a place among those who are sanctified by faith in Me.’ 

First, Jesus reveals Himself and then, He reveals Paul’s new identity.  And just as He did 

that for Paul, He’s done it for each and every one of us.  It may not have been quite as flashy, but 

it’s no less miraculous.  God came to you and called you to Himself.  He revealed Himself to you 

as your Savior. Through the power of His Word He told who He is and what He has done for 

you.  But that isn’t the only mystery that God has revealed to you.  He has answered for you the 

quintessential question that every human being is faced with, “Who am I?  Why am I here?  

What’s my purpose?” 

He tells you, “You are a member of My family, My Church.  I have appointed you to be 

My servant, My witness to the world of what I have revealed to you, to open their eyes and turn 

them from darkness to light, and from the power of Satan to God, so that they may receive 

forgiveness of sins and a place among those who are sanctified by faith in Me.” 

We know who we are.  We know why we’re here.  We know what we’ve been called 

upon to do.  The only secret left is how exactly that’s going to play out.  Who is going to put in 

front of you this week that needs your help being led from the darkness into the light?  Just how 

many people, in your limited time here in this world, will you be privileged to turn from the 

power of Satan to God so that they too may receive the forgiveness that He offers to them?   

It’s certainly something worth praying about, isn’t it?  Pray to God for the wisdom to be 

able to recognize the opportunities that He puts in front of us.  Pray for the boldness to seize 

those opportunities and confidence in what to say.  It might be as simple as telling that person, 

“I’d like to invite to come join me at church.  There’s some pretty awesome stuff that we talk 

about there which I’d love for you to hear.”  It could be as simple as donating some of the gifts 

God has given to us to help bring the good news of Jesus to people half way around the world.   

Finally, when you pray, give thanks.  Give thanks that God in His grace has revealed to 

us a Savior from our sins and that in that Savior Jesus, we have a new identity: dearly loved 

children of God and members of His Church. 

Amen. 


